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& Mr. WALLS said:

Mg, SPEARER : — From what 1 have seen
of the wide di ion of the proposed Cen-
tennial Expositien, in the public press, and
from the course of the debates upon tho sub-
ject in these halls, it scems Lo me that g mis-
apprehension of the origin apd characeer of
the enterprise, bas, from the beginning taken
furgely from the diguity of the discmssion,
and has largely and without necessity added
acrimony and bitleroess Lo the evident feel-
inz attending it

The Exposition has, in the 'ress, even of
this Capitol, been sneeringly alluded to as
“The Philadelphia Job,” as though it were
an evident attempt on the part of the people
of 'eonsylvania ad especially of the City
of Ihiladelphia, in an improper amd unwar-

ible manner, from motlives of selfish
precd, 1o fuist upon an indifferent and unwil-
ling people, a scheme foreign to their inter-
ests, and in opposition Lo their wishes, all for
the petty gnins and noleriely that by the
adoption of the proposed plan, would inure
o the local benelit of a particular seetion.

Itis only upon the supposition of the ex-
istence of some such opinion, that I can ac-
count for an acerbity of feeling and a harsh-
pess of linguage in the newspaper discns-
sion of the Centennial, which, to me, seemed
utterly uncalled  for, und wuworlhy of the
theme.

From my recoliection of the Congressional
action hithertohad, aud in which I purtici-
pated, the place of holding a proper Nation-
al eeleluntion of the one h'llﬂ("l'cllﬂl birthday
of this government and of this people, as
a separate and independent nationality, was
previous to the fixing of a definite location
for its celebration, in vo scuse of the word
considered as @ job, attempted to be put
upon anybody.  From and i ul previous
to any action whatever b il on the
+ sulject had
e itated in all parts of the coun-
try. And Congressional action was proposesd
and was had, not in advance of (g popular
wish and sentiment, but in response to the
general and popubar demand, and in conform-
ity with the popular wish of the whole peo-
ple, as evinced in the numerous Petitions
presented Lo us,

Indecd, 1 ean but feel that the mere selec-
tion and designation of the city of Philadel-
phia, as the place in which the Exposition
should be held, did more than aught else, or
indeed all other  considerations te excite
Jealousy and creale amimosity before unex-
pressed and untelt, but which would, in like
manner aud for the same causes in due time,
have existed against any other locality which
might have been named.

But, aside from all these minor and inci-
dental considerations, the nid of Congress
having already been granted Lo some extent
to the Centennial by such legislution as was
asked ; and more, its former assistance hay-
ing been solicited in a proper manner, by a
very numerons and respectable portion of
the people at large, as well as by Cen-
tenuial Iepresentatives sclected ol com-
missioned by the Government (rom every
State and Territory of the Union; and cer-
tainly very plausible reasons having been
offered for the grant of further national as-
sistance, we ltave & pjuin Juty before us.

And, accordingly, il scems to me that un-
der all the circumstances of the case, and
in view of the large share of public attention
already excited towards the Centennial, anid
partly in consequence of the very deeided
enconrazement to it drawn from the Congres-
sional action already had, the very least
that we can with propriety do, is to give the
whole matter full consideration, in justice to
curselves as well as Lo the malter appen
5o direetly Lo the patriotic senliments of
whole people, and by a full and fair d
gion, endeavor to ascertain the actual merits
of the place proposed ; the probable success
of the undertaking, the benefits that may be
expected to result from L, both to ourselves
and to the world ; the propriely, upon gen-
eral principles, of a grant of national aid,
and whether or not the extension of such
national aid is, by our previous action already
pledged.

Firet, then, what are the real merits of the
proposed International Exposition #

In reference Lo this point, the mere recital
of the preface Lo the Act of Congress, to
which the Centennial owes its corporate ex-
istence, would seem to sunmarize the whole
maller in itz authoritalive announcement of
* Whereas, it behooves the people of the
United States to colebrate, by appropriate
ecremotties, the Centennial Anniversary of
this memorable and decisive event, which
constituted the Fourth day of .July, Anno
Domini, 1776, the birthday of the nation,”
and so forth,

From the very first then, a Jominant and
not discreditable feature of the Centennial
seems Lo have been that it contemplated a
publie, emphatic and comprehensive expres-
sion by a whole people, who for a bundred
years had enjoyed a more than usual share
of the ordinary blessings of human life, under
the genial but powerful influences ol
sentially popular govermment, base
the orzanic and paramount doctrines of the
Declaration, ascribing te every man horn of
Woman an entire and absolute equality of
political rights, of their gratitude for the
blessings attending their lot, and the pro-
found appreciation of the adequacy of a
free government to the protection of the so-
cial, political and personal rights of all with-
in its scope.

Such recognition of advat received
from the practical operation of Xisting sys-
tems of government have characterized the
people of all the various known govern-
ments that have existed lrom thne immemo-
rinl, s0 much so as to have become o custom
well-nigh universal,

Recognized thus as proper and hecoming,
umnder monarchical and even despotic govern-
ments, will any say that it is any less proper
and hecoming to the happy people who ex-
ult in the possession of the only literally
free government upon the face of the broad
earth ?

Indeed, there would seem to be a peculiar
Propriety in such a national exhibition to the
uations of the world, of our own satisfiution
with the capacities and excellencies of our
own system of gevernment, thus approved,
tested and favored, to be both suflicient and
satisfuctory by the dangers and reverses as
well as the somctimes more dangerous soe-
Cesses of acbutury of practical trial.

It may be very true that no absolulely new
truth and no thereto unheard of discovery
i political science was announced in the
Declaration, as a mevel and startling base
upon which to found a government structure

that should challenge l‘fm admiration of the
hation. Such admitted fact in no way dero-
Fales from the value or force of that noblo
document, Right there, in the very fact that
ia the Declaration was nothing inirinsically
new, hul that it simply gathered up and ar-
ranged in systematic order and for a practi-
cal purpose in the promotion of human hap-
Iness and prog those simple, forcible,
and undoubted political truths which had

2 been acknow! as truc in the ab-
Flract, bul never practically embodied in
any actual and existing form of govern-
ment, consists the real power of the Dec-

It was this very novelty of making practi-
cal -mhm'?m h':d previously been

comsidered only abatract proposilions  for
the discussion of phnmphm.P::d 1o serve
as Il.lm'l:uws for sentimental ra and
Vislonary s, to the protection of
every-day rights and privileges, and their
Incorporation into an actual system of gov-
ernment for living men, whicl{ aroused the
x llI‘ttml cﬁ&wtyi and t:em:ik“ud!‘ tgs in-

ous zealous attention of the
Iitl'f;l world. "

us proclaiming nothing actually new Lo
philosphiers and theorists, I-Ec amunu{metl de-
termination to base upon the truths of the
Declaration an actual government of living
men, and to place it in compelition with exist-
ing governments of a variously but totally
different characler, startled and at first
alarmed the nations, L

Organically strange, and, in its application
of necessily essentially asgressive nnd prac-
tically threatening, the newly orsanized gov-
ernment met with but chary courtesy
other nations, and early exciled an alarmand
a proclivily to opposition, which to this day
has not enlirely disappeared.

While other nations thus so gladly wel-
come and celebrate those memorial days
which remind them of the glorious deeds of
their own noble and beloved ancestry, and
delight to sound their praise, shall we, a hap-
1y and prosperous nation of forty millions,
exulting in the possession of n government
by the people, entirely adequate to all our
wants, and however otherwise differing,
united in common satisfaction without politi-
cal heritage, decline on an  appropriate
occasion Lo manifest our gralitude to our
fathers and our pride in the perfectness of
their work ¢

What measure of success may be expeeted
Lo atlend an enterprise begun in the spirit
and with the purpose alluded to, is a ques-
tion with which in fact we bave little to do,
lor the purpose of this discussion, ns to the
propriety of lending our aid; and yet it is
a question, the discussion of which will be
to help to influence the action of many in
reference Lo it.

Nalittle weight, however, should attach to
the evident fruth, that our action upon the
matter, whether favorable or the reverse, will
be apt to exert a very strong, if not a con-
clusive iufluence upon the success or failure
of the proposed underlaking.

The Commission, as an organized body
owes ils exislence as such to the action of
Congress which gave the firslt eflective
impetus Lo its life, and in its every stage, so
far, has been led on and encouraged by Gov-
crnmental, eo-oporation and Congressional
legislation.,

The entire nationality of its character as
indispensable to its probable success, even as
a merely national exposition, was fully recog-
nized by the Commission at their first conven-
tion, while they were soon convinced that to
attempl an international exhibition without
the open and empbatic countenance and
asgistance of the Nalional Government
was, from the impossibilily otherwise of
any formal communication with foreign gov-
ernments, wholly absurd.

Huch coun tenance, which indeed was fore-
shadowed in the direction of the organic law
that the Exposition should be held **under
the nuar'u-ua" of the U. 8. Government, was
sought in the petition for the incorporation
of ** The Centennial Board of Finance,' amd
was granted in the enactment of its charter.

Thus led on, step by step in ils gradual
progress, and iged by the ve
acts of participation by different branches of
the National Government, it is searcely too
much to say that the ultimate suceess of the
Exposition, as a full and complete national
character, depends upon the determination
which we ghall reach as to the extensi

on fo

been wise enough to recognize the strength
that may nntlr:nlﬁly be made to grow out of
organic differences. From all 1| nations
warm sympathy and a large atlendance may
be counted on with certainty.

And, in the cases of nations Lo whom owr
own sieady and progressive expansion and

True ns Lhis there’
of a monarchical ¢
the hislory of yest
thonsamd years a
in the devolion of
los, in the warm

even of governments
ter, as is proved in
oy ns well as Lhat of a
5 28 is witnessed Lo-day
adberents to Don Car-
Lion of Frenchmen of

prosperily have been a matter of disappoint-
ment and regret, the ver and

" ce to the ®rince Imperial, and in
the undying devol of the caothusiastic

even animosities that mr{vontum may ex-
ist, will all work together to enhance ll‘l'e cu-
riosity that will induce many Lo see with their
own eyes the ‘nciual sources of weakness of
the “B.afuhlic of the North™ upon which in
contemplation they have fed perhaps, their

8.

On all these accounts then, and in view of
all these inducements and moving eauses, I
count with confidence upon an atlendance
upon the Exposition, that of itself will com-
mand its final success.

I come next to the inquiry as to what, if
any, resulls of any substantial valoe may be
anticipated from the Centennial Exposition,
if a fair degree of success attend it.

. That benefits of the kind commonly con-
sidered as alone being substantial, that is to
say, of the kind that bear immediate and
tangible fruit that within some shortl time
mukes itself perceptible to the senses, will of
necessity be reecived from such an. Exposi-
tion as is contenrplated, 1 can have no doubt.

No more direct, nor any more cficctive
agency in the promotion of nalional strength
and growth, so far as is shown in the experi-
ence of this country as plainly written in
its history, can be menlioned than that of
immigration.

The incredible extent of the current ofhu-
manily that, for the last half century have
boen eonstantly drifling towards and flooding
this coniinent, is even now after all the at-
tention that has becn given lo it, very little
appreciated even by many of our most intel-
ligent men.

1 care not now Lo go into many of the ns-
certained facts in regard to that matter in de-
tail, but, in this connection will eall atten-
tion to only one or two.

Mr. Young, Chief of the Statistical Du-
reau, in his report for 1870, says, that on
averaging the increase to the population of
the United States, caused by immigration, it
is found thatl *'During the entire period from
1820 to 1870, the increase of each year, over
the onc immediately preceding, if uniform,
would average alone 13 per cent:” and in
1870, he cstimates “‘that the total number
of aliens who have been permanently added
to our population by direct immigration
since the formation of the Government wiil
reach 7,803,863,"

What may be the actual and reasonable
valuation of such an increase of population,
is n nice question, and one which [ have no
desire Lo pretend to delermine, but in regard
to it I prefer once more, to quole from Mr,
Young, who on page X of his preliminary
chapter of his Report, gives after a fair cal-
culation and comparison of the varying csti-
mates of experts upon that peculiar branch
of siatistical knowledge, the following calm
and cool, but startling estimale of the money
value of the annual and ageregale aceretion by
immigration to the population of this cou
within the preceding year and the preceding
half century.

“From the foregoing congideration there-
fore, the sum of 500, seems to be the full
average capilal value of each immigrant. At
this rate those who landed upon our shores
during the year just elosed, added upwards
of §235,000,000 Lo our national wealth, while
dluring the last half century the increasement
lromn thal source exceeds 506,283,850, 800,"
And afler this reasonable but astonishing

further national aid.

And, ns 1L seonia to me, that consideration
alone, that the success of an enterprise
which originated as an organized undertak-
ing in Congressional action, and has been
in the same manner steadily encournged
hitherto, will depend very largely upon our

future  aclion, and will be marred by owr

refusal of any further aid, should carry with
us great weight.,

With such aid as we are now solicited to
eranl, and which, in view of the many bene-
licial effects thal may reasonably be expected
to result from @ successful Kxposition, is
really of little account and nearly insignili-
cant ; the favorable progress and successful

termination of the Exposition may safely be

predicted,

The zeneral interests of the nation as a

whole, ns well as the particular interests of

cach State and section, will be suroly and so

largely promoted by the intimate interming-

ling of citizens from every corner aml sec-

tion of the vast extent of our own country,

with an opportunity for a prolonged associa-

tion with the citizens ol far away regions

whose very existence has with thousands of
our own people secured, from remotleness

alone almost mythical, will creale an excit-

ing interest in the Exposition which from the

time of general assurance of its vigorous

prosecution will increase day by day vp Lo

the close of Lhe Kxposition.

Located, as it is, in the midst of one of the

most prosperous and  densely  populated

regions of our country ; in o cily itself con-

taining nearly one million of people, and in

the near vicinity of a hall dozen others with

an aggregate population of two millions

maore, the probable atlendance upon the Ex-

posilion from a cirele about ils location of a

radlus of 250 miles, or within a single day’s

travel by rail, may safely be estimated at
from two to three millions of our own

people.

The immensity of the mineral resounrces of
this favored country, of which the simple
and truthful report has amazed the world,—
onr incaleulable wealth of coal, iron, copper,
silver and gold, of which a thorough and ex-
hauslive exposition will be given, will alone
attract the attendance of many thousands
from abroad. i

The admitted perfection in the cultivation
of various of the mechanic arts, the demon-
strated excellence of mechanieai skill,
attained by our American workmen, as ex-
hibited in” the European Expositions with
the immense extent and wide distribution of
onr manufacturing establishments, will be of
special interest Lo mn)y other thousands.

The wide-spread and familiar use of steam
and other hi in the y ution of all
varieties of ngriml,mml as well as merely
mechanical work will constitute a fgature of
the Exposition that will add largely Lo its
attractiveness in the eyes of thoughtful men
from all sections, 2

A full exhibition of the immense variety
of the natural productions of the United
states, stretehing as it does from the tepid
waters of the Gulf to the Northern home of
the glaciers, and reaching from the orange
and grape of California, the banana, the
cocoa-nut, and the pine-apple of Florida, to
the dwarfed and stunted vegetation of the
Polar circle, will L:mueul. at ove glnee, 8o
striking and palpable a view of the immense
extent of our country with the vast range of
vegetable production, stretehing not in dis-
tant colonies, but will ultimately nnd organi-
cally, and at no distant period, torm a solid
continuation of co-lemunous Stales, as Lo sus-
tain universal and irresistible atlention.

Indeed, viewed in any probable light, a
large atlendance and gpartidipation from
abroad may reasonably be expected to gath-
er at the Centennial, if only that aid which
ia subsequently y now in the time of
ita ulmost need be exiended, and that its in-
auguration and an auspicious beginning
secured, for after thal it can take care of it-
sclf.

From some, among the many nations of
the Eastern World, our country has never
met nlﬁﬂ but the most cordial and kmcﬂhhﬁ
support, their good offices in our
have more than once been

tendered ; for
however different in character and -Lu:
may be their own governments, they bave

of | conclusion he proceeds :

** It is impossible to make an inlelligent
estimate of the value to the eountry of those
foreign born citizens who brought their eda-
cated miods, their cultivated Lastes, their
skill in the arts, and their invenlive genios.
* In almost every walk of lifi their inflo-
enee has heen felt, alike in the fearful ordeal
of war and in the pursuils of peace, in our
legislative balls, and in the various learned
professions, the adopled sons of America
have attained eminence.

“Among the many who remdered timely
aid to our country during the late war, it
may seem invidious to mention a single name
except for the purpose of illustration. In
the year 1839 there arrived at the port of
New York mn the steamship British Queen,
which sailed from the port of London, a
Swedish emizrant, better known as Caplain
John Erricson. What was his value Lo the
country as estimatedon the 9th day of March,
18622 Was it 8500, £800,000, or 88,000,
000 2

And, to the above admirable and forcibic

illustration by Mr. Young of the incaleulable
value to this country of immigration, 1 desire
to close this part of the uiseussion by asking
some bold man among my colleagues upon
this floor to give here and now a cash valun-
tion of the value of the life and services in
one direction of such a man as Carl Schurz,
and in another of such an one as Louls
Agassiz, and still another of such a man as
Smithson, Girard, or Stewart.
Tending then as it inevitably will by show-
ing the manifold chances for social, political
and material advancement that in this happy
country were offered as free gifts to every
aon of man who chooses to apply in person
for them, and to demonstrate his sincerily
by assuming the obligations of American
citizenship, to add a powerfal and contmuing
stimulus to n never-ending tide of valuable
immigration ; for those reasons alone, were
there absolulely none olhers offered, I am in
favor of substantial and direet aid Lo an enter-
prise.so palpably capable of such valuable
results.

I will leave to others such comments as
the certain improvement in mechonical and
artistie skill, which may reasonably be ex-
pected to grow out of such a favorable oppor-
tunily for the examination and comparison
of the master achievements of the trained and
skilled workmanship of the world ; for I know
that this will be with many a fuvorite and
fruitful subject of full discussion.

But I will take the occasion to eall atlen-
tion to a less direct, but to my mind a no less
important effect that may be expected to
resull from a well understood national and
international exposition. 1 allude to the
tendency of such a gathering as will then
occur to revive, invigorate, and stir Lo vigor-
ous life that feeling of national patriotism
which recent occurrences in our land have
somewhat weakened.

1am well aware of the common inclination
to consider patriotism as a sort of myth and
a popular delusion, and to look upon any
allusion to it as at least bordering upon the
ridiculous. -

Long ago, patriolism was said by an emi-
nent English novelist to be *‘the love of
oflice,” and politics the art of gelling it;”
and I am not ig tof the suppo-
sition that, in Southern polilics parlicularly,
the actual truth of olid Fielding’s allegation
is being continually illustrated ; but, coming
from tlie South, as I do, I desire to eay, that
the patriotic tendency of the Centennial is
not the least attractive or least important
feature of it, in the estimation of Southern
men, “without respect to previous condi-
tion.”

In the face of the common drifl of the

g 1 mind ¢ 15 ridicule of any-
thing in the way of senliment in the discus-
sion of important questions, I am fully con-
pcious that I am by no means alone in
ascribing to a patriotic attachment to one’s
own country, its people and its goyernment,
a powerful intluence in adding to its strength
and in increasing the stability of its institu-
tions.

This is proved to be trueof all the nations
of which history has rved the records,
and equally true of all, no matler what may
bave been the nature of their govern-

meats,

In to the greet banner of the Ircland
of old, %

Instanees in poink Mnumerable could easily
be adduced extending through the whole
reach of recorded and traditional history,
from the noble Roman who knowingly goes
himself to torture and death for his country’s
sake Lo the equally noble Ameriean whoe in
the very last extremity **only regretted that
he had but one life to lose in the cause of
Liberty,” and wilhin our own personal
knowledge has been gonvineingly exemplified
in the unnoted deaths of thousands in our
last great atrugglc‘:gvhu died and gave no
sign of the paramount strength of patriotic
and uneelfish sentiments and opivions and
sealed the evidence of theiv power and their
sincerity, as well, in the oozing ebb of their
life’s blood.

The power of a mere seutiment, whether
shown in the uurh::gv,in;_: faith of the martyr

or the constant ang undying altachment of
the palriot, has in the shaping of the desti-
nics of this world nmd the
history, worked greater wir
other than Divine power.
And, I insist upon it, that now, as it ever
has been, whatever ageucy adds to the force
or enhances the vifality of the considerate
patriotism of a theughtlul and intelligent
citizenship, ministers directly to the perma-
nent sources of the health and strength of
the nation to which they belong.

Does any man suppose that the Fathers of
'76, with the halter dangling beforo their
cyes, allixed their signatures to the Declara-
Lion, from deliberale conviclion that pecu-
niary gain to them would therefrom result ?
Was greed the animus of that ever memora-
ble political announcement of “millions for
defenee, not one cont for tribute 37
In tracing ther course over the frozen
ground of Valley Foree, did those who fol-
lowed Washington, or lurking in the gloomy
swamps of the Carolinas, did those who were
“out' with Marion believe that patriotism
was “*the love of office !

So I believe that when from every corner
of this broad land, from every State and
Territory, thousands and millions of the free
citizens of a free wovernment shall asscmble
in the very cradle and place of the birth of
all that politically they hold dear, nod ex-
changing with each other the mutual grasp
amd the meaning elances of a common citi-
zenship, there will be aroused in the hosoms
ofall a Li_-_;lmr and purer sense of the honest
and sincere allachment, cherished by all in
common for those free institutions whose
origin amnd heneficent sway they are met to
celebrate, than they have ever before been
permitted to feel, and which will strengthen
all the lands which can unite freemen to their
native land, and Kindle a blaze of patriotic
feeling in whose dazzling light all questions
of minor differences, and all hurtful recol-
lection of past dilferences will be blotted
out.

Recognizing fully the obligations of a large
majority of those to whose sulliages I owe
‘my ollicial presence in this hall, to the tardy,
but, in the end, the full and completd vindi-
cation of the sublime aod sublimely simple
announcements of 1the Declaration, I am
willing that others should find amusement
in contemplating the Centennial as *‘an over-
grown aml spread-eagle dih of July ;» while
Tor myself awd at least four millions of the
new Freemen of this land of Liberty, 1 will
hope that in the merey of Bod my own life
may be spared, ill, aniong the crowding
thousands of exulting freemen, I may on the
Ath of July, 1576, stand in the very shadow
of Independence Hall and with glowing heart
rend the undying words of Webster: ** When
my eyes shall be turned to beholid, for the
last time, the sun in Heaven, may l\nul. ace
him shining on the broken aml dishonored

1ity lent to its
weles than any

fragnuents of a once glorious Union ; on Stales
digsevered, discordant, belligerent 3 our land

rent with civil fewds, or drenched, it may be,
in fralernal blood! Let their last feeble and
lingering glanee, rather behold the gorgeous
ensign ol the Republic now known and hon-
ored thronghout the earth, still full high ad-
vanced, its ars and trophics streaming in
their original lustre, not a stripe ernsed or
polluted, nol a single star obscured —bearing
for its motto no such miserable interrogatory,
as *What is all this worth ?" nor those other
words of delusion and folly, *Liberty lirst and
Union alterwands’—but everywhere spread
all over it in eharacters of living light, blaz-
ing on all its ample folds, as they float over
the sen and over the land, and in every wind
under the whole heavens, that other senti-
ment, dear to every true American hearl—
Liberty and Union, now and forever, one
and inseparable "

Entertaining such sentiments and cherish-
ing the hope that the day ol the terminalion
of one hundred years from the birth of our
Government, may by common consent and
by universal adoption be fixed upon as the
day of the delinite and emphatic termination
of all feelings of harshness and bitlerness,
arising from our reeent conlentions, I shall
not apologize for mine, however unfashiona-
ble they may be held to be, but still continue
to hold them, hoping for them a wider adop-
tion and a more commanding vrevalence.

In the presence of so many who are infln-
itely beiter versed in all matlers of Lthe legal
and constitutional authority of Congzress to
make a grant of pecuniary aid, I do not pro-
pose to occupy much time with that part of
the discussion.

If the Centennial is right and proper in
itself, as I think it is ; if it will promote the
general harmony, increase the fervor of the
common patriotism, and so strengthen the
sources of national strenath ; if it will unite
more closely together the pow somewhat
discordant and jarring interesis of the North
and the South ; if it will tend to discourage
anid extinguish all feclings of sectionalism ;
if it will stimulate that immigration to which
more Lthan Lo all others except orsanic agen-
cies we owe our wonderful national growth ;
if' it will promote and advance our progress
in the industrial arts; then I have faith to
believe that no specifically permissive power
is constitutionally necessary.

In a common-sense way I look aboul for
analozies and I find them spread around me
on every hand. I find National Danks ce-
tablizhed, a circulating medium of paper
moncy crealed, Pacific Railroads built, the
the improvement of internal harbors and
rivers eilected, vast sections of foreign terri-
tory purchased and incorporated with our
own, a Board of Immigration established
provigion at a large expense for n pcrindicni
Census, a Nalional Observatory established
and supported, and all, so far as 1 can dis-
cover, without any specific permission given
in the Constitution, and I am satisfied ihat
the good resulls expected and attained there-
by give, in my opinion, suflicient warrant,
and I am tent to t to an appropri-
ation for the Centennial on the same ground
on which the picture of the Father of his
Country was placed upon the walls of the
Capital that took his name,

And, however others may feel at liberty
to regard the previous action of Congress,
and of the Exccutive in obedience to such
action, as having been taken under n sort of
duress of nconsideration, and as to be con-
strued in a sort of I"ickwickian sense, I can-
not so regard it.

The Commission wgs inaugurated by and
took its organic life from the action of Con-
gress, in accordance with the wishes express-
ed by direcl petition and through the prees,
of alarge portion of the cilizens. The Com-
missioners were under and by virtue of Con-
gressional action selected by the Executive

of every Siate and Territory, and were com-
missioned by the Execulive of the nation.
The Centennial is Lo be held “under the aus-
pices of the National Government.” Its
oflicersare Lo report regularly te the National
Government, and finally, when * all is made
ready” for the festival, the Exccutive of the
nation is Lo proclaim the fact to the nations
and to communicate the regulations that may
be adoptel for its control tn the representa-
tives ol such nations,

The construction which to me seems the
only proper one of all these doings and say-
ings, is, that all does, in the ordinary signifi-
cance of the worids used, means that the va-
rious nations of the earth are formally and

they may take special means by distortion of
words Lo consider tl Ives by all

Lo absent themselves, but that they were in-
vited by their representatives to be present
and participate in this National and Interna-
tional Festival, and in an exhibition of nalu-
ol resources, in the produets of the shop and
the mine, and in the evidences of the ad-
vancemenl made in social, educational, sci-
entific and mechanical progress within the
Republic of the western continent.

And finally, 1 am econstrained to a hearty
gupport of the Centennial from a conviction
that whether the efiect of the Exhibition be
great or small, whether it be entively hene-
licial or not upon the Northern or Eastern
States, its results upon the Western, aml par-
Licularly the Southern States, will be proiific
in great and unmingled good.

With a climate of unexampled mildness,
and yet, with the exeeplion of extreme cold,
existing in various sections, almost every
conceivable grade of temperature, helween
the mild temperate and the tropical; with
every known description of soil, the various
kinds being internmingled in all desirable ways
amld in large proportion of a character for
fertility equalling the best; with a range of
vegetable production, extendmg from the
lime, the cocoa, and the cofiee from the fer-
vent climate of the Tropie, to the green, the
forage, and the fruit of the Temperate zone,
the South, as a distinet division of our com-
won country is worthy of vastly more atten-
Lion, relatively, than she has yet received.

In no part of the world I.)‘I:I.I. has for an
equal length of time been occupied by civil-
ized men, can be found so great a wenlth of
mineral resourcea, that is so little known and
has received so slight a comparative develop-
ment.

For more than half a century, the South as
& whole has been given so exclusively Lo ag-
ricultural pursuits and those of the ruder
kinds alone, which were involyved in the
raising, by unskilled labor the usual crops of
corn, cane and cotlon, as now in the time of
an entive revolution of her whole system of
labor, to find horsell utterly destitute
of those higher agricultural and mechanical
employments which have proved so luerative
in the North and West.

Again by the abolition of slavery, in which
mainly by her own fault ; but also partially
throngh the consenting toleration of the
North and West, the South was instanlane-
ously deprived of an inealeulable amount of
capital aclually invested, which has operated
a8 a similar destruction of what stood for
property and represenled eapital, would have
operated elsewhere in the world, and has re-
duced the whole section to comparative, and
it may be said, actual poverty.

With all her zreat variety of valuable pro-
ductions, and all her reat wealth of mineral
resources ; with her abundance of cheap tuel
for the operation of steam machivery and
plenary waler power abundant through her
whole extent, the South, may be said to fur-
nish a vast, rich field for profitable develop-
ment of manufweluving industry, but as yet,
almost entirely unoceupied,

The palent sources of untold wealth re-
main dormant, because first, this existence
is only known to a_small proportion of the
worlil, who never dream of the advantages
there otfered ; and second, beenuse of a wide-
ly prevalent notion that the introduction of
eapital would not be safe and immigration
would nol there be welcome,

Kuoowing personally that in my own sunny
State, as fair and promising fields for agri-
cultural labor, nmrtmuim'l skill anid manutae-

Luring capital, are offered, with as much of
sale, as hearty a welcome, and as good a

prospect of suecess as can be found any-
where, in the North or West, or indeed in
the world; and having reason to believe that,
in these respects, what is true of Florida is
true of the South as a whole, I am anxions
that she should be better known to our peo-
e and to the natious of the world,

Seeing, then, in the proposed Centennial
Exposition, an opporlunity not likely soon
to recur, to exhibit to the widest observation
the manitold capacities and Yesources of the
Southern States, amd to make fully known to
the sensible appreciation of the largest num-
ber of diseriminaling observers, the thousand
rare_and valuable indocements to immigra-
Ltion J1 have in addition to that general inter-
est so proper for all, an interest which is, I
trust, of' a pardonable scctienal character,
that my own Stale, and her eisters of the
South may have a chance to be more fully
and more particularly known for then I know
they will be more bighly considered,

And now, almost reluctantly, I leave this
sahject with aclosing remark :

I desire to say, as of my own personal
knowledge, that in my own State very much
of the not inexplicable billerness and hos-
tility of fecling between the different classes
of citizens, which followed after the war, and
not, as it strikes me, unnaturally so, has now
for several years been gradually and rapidly
disappenring until now, it would not be easy
for a Northern or Weslern man to discover
the fact of his being in a former slave State
from any peculiarity of the treatment that he
us a sleanger, would there receive.

As mpi{T and as extensive progress townrds
a homogenity of feeling and a unity of inter-
est, ns cbuld possibly have been anticipated
by the most sanguine anti-slavery man of
tep years ago.

From this, as a patwral result, it has fol-
lowed that very much more of a feeling of
acceptalionof the startling resulls of the late
war is actunlly felt, than is by any one pub-
licly acknowledged,

The sanctity of the Union is tacilly con-
ceded, the majesty of the inherent power of
n free government ia felt and known, so much
50 that if, mn the future, any strong tendency
Lo increasing the power of the Government,
by concentration should ever be manifested,
it will, in my opinlon, first develop itself in
the Southern States,

While something of remaining bitterncss
still rankles in the breasts of a small portion
of the *'irreconcilable,’ it 'does not indicate
the general fecling.

With the many, and the best of the whole,
the old Government and Constitution of
the Fathers have received an inereased sane-
tion from their baptism of blood.

The streaming folds of the **Flag of the
Free' have received an increase of force and
an added signifleance,

Many, very many, of those who once fought
against that tlag under the delusions of sec-
tionalism, are now more fully aware of the
extent and folly of their wide political depar-
ture than any ecare in words Lo admit.

But let once more the Starry Flag be un-
furled in a national cause, whatever it be, to
convinee the world that the whole American
conlinent is to be rescrved for the gradual
occupation of po}m]ar governments, atlaining
to the stature of strength and national man-
hood by steady and normal growth develop-
ment; or whether it be displayed above a
National Centennial Exposition, ns unfurled
to celebrate n common and patriotic exulta-
tion at the tnumphant demonstration, by a

the wisdom and forecast of our Fathers, the
adequacy of popular government for the po-

oflicially informed of these doings; and that |-

hundred years of trial and practical use of

litical necessities of the races and the spon-
Laneous jﬁy of a free people at their unbroken
Union and the restored unity of that nation-
ality, and nove will hail the glorious old
banner with more joy thau the men of the
Sonth.
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COMMUNICATIONS

FROM TIIR

STATES AND TERRITORIES.

[Tue New Navonat Eua does not hold iteelf roaponsibin
lur views oxprosacd by correspondents,  'Well written and

ing will be gladly rocolved,| -

From Alabama,
SeLMaA, ALA,, May 13, 1872,
T the Editor of the New Noalional Frea :

Dgar Sire: I feel that L am ealled upon
in juslification of myself and to vindieate the
charges as alleged in my last communieation
to your inestimable-and very valuable papor,
for the reason that I *““defied truthful con-
tradiction,’ and again you say in your com-
ment, “the allusion to the Hon, Alexander
White, mmade by our correspondent at Selma,
Alabama, does that gentleman injustice.
Mr. White is in favor of the Civil Rights Bill,
and will vote for it. There is not a more
carnest man in Congress in tho desire to
bring this nation np to the full triumph of
liberty, justice, and civil and political equal-
ity for all men than is the Hon. Alexander
White."” Now, I must cither extricate myself
by way of proof, or else remain n self-
convicted liar. And why ¢ Because I have
invited *“‘truthful contradiction.”” And upon
this invitation the Netional Republican, of this
¢ity, comes to the rescue with the following :
“Some individual in this district, signing
himself W. J. Stevens, pretending to believe
otherwise, writes a bitler, vindictive, and
seurrillous letter to the New Era, in which
the writer not only denouneces Brombers, a
Democrat, who was elected Lo Congress from
the district, owing to a misunderstanding he-
tween the Republicans, but has displayed
a vast amount of either ignorance in the
matter to which he refers, or an unwarranta-
ble prejudice in his allusion to the Hon.
Alexander White,”

Defore I adduce the proof of Mr, White's
insincerity of his advocacy of the Clvil Rishts
Bill, I think I had better dispose of the Edi-
tor of the National Repnblican. e starts off
in this paragraph, by saying, “some indi-
vidual,” with his great pomposity and pre-
sumptuousness, that he did not know who 1
was. Now it may not say much for the editor
of a Republican paper, of a Republican
county, Lo say that he does not know the
chicel deputy tax collector; but my friend is
cxcusable, from the fact that hie has ot been
in Dallas long enough to know who I am.
In fact, it cannol be expected that a green
countryman can be as expert in finding out
who the citizens are as one who is born and
raised in our midst. I would like to know
whal induced the Editor of the Republican
to desert his county {Tallndego) to come here,
where he is the honored Representative.
I think this will answer the whole story.
White amd Parsons, the great political
sharks of the age, has conceived the idea of
being the masters of Alabama; and in fur-
therance of this idea they thought they must
establish a new paper in the colton belt, so
there would be no trouble in handling the
negro.  Henee it ia they have brought the
Lepresentative from Talladego Lo Selma to
cdit and run this paper. But now to sub-
stantinte the allegations of my last letter,
that *“the Ilon. Alexander White had heen
weighed in the halance and found wanting.”
The best evidence that he intended to
defraud the col t of the Republi

can party of this State is that he ran for two
oflices at the same time—one for Represen-
talive from Dallas, and the other as Con-
gressman from the State at large, 1 will not
conswme your valuable ;paco by references
as found in the Jowrnal*for the ycars 1872,
1573, for there the ““facts and figures” stands
for themselves, and any one can see them
that wish to do so,_and they will show to
any impartinl mind that Mr. White dodged
and cvaded the Civil Rights Bill as intro-
duced by the talented and able member from
Barbour, A. E, Williams, (colored.) This,
the original Civil Rights Bills, emanated from
the Civil Rights Association, which the Hon.
James T. Rapier has the honor of being
its I'resident until this day. I will not give
you my words, but quote from the Mobile
Watchman, whose authority I presume will
not be questioned in this matter.:

““We were on the floor of the IHouse when
the Hon. A. E. Williams, of Barbour, intro-
duced n bill for the protection of all citizens
of Alabama in their civil rights and to furnish
the means for their vindication, The intro-
duction of this biil brought Mr. White to his
feet, who attacked the measure with the
venom of a demon and the unfairness of a
demagogue. He charged upon the friends of
the measure that it was a Democratic move,
and that the colored members were being used
by ghe Democrats to introduce chaos and
division into the Republican party, and that
if this bill shiould be placed vpon the statute
books that blood and destruction would dim
the fair fame of Alabnma. Mr. White never
ceased his bilter opposition to the Civil
Rights Bill until he had suceeeded in array-
ing every white Republican from North Ala-
bama, with but two exceptions, ngainst its
passage. And thus did he insure the defeat
of the Civil Rights Bill.”

Now, I would like to know what prompted
two of the ablest colored members there
were in the House to inform Mr. White that
they held him responsible for the defeat of
the Civil Rights Bill ; that he had deeeived
the colered people who had sent him Lo rep-
regent them in the Legislature of Alabama,
and that he should never again possess the
confidence of the colored men of Alabama,
who had entrusted hilm with their destiny in
point of civil righta, The gentlemen whom
I alluded to are A. E. Williams and G. 8.
W. Lewis,

1 will now quote from a Democratic paper
which I have at hand. After showing up
all the members of the House, how they
voled, and how they dodged the question,
the Selma Times concluded as follows: It
will be scen by an examination of the above
list that a number of white Republicans
dodged the question. Donnie Blue White
was sent for by the House, as well as other
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absentees. Donnie Blue came in but retired
the second time before his name was reached.
The negroes will now understand the pro-
fessions of those who have been claiming to
be their best fiiends,”

1 don’t suppose it wonld be out of place if
I were to give Mr. While's own words
agninst the negro.  Hear him: “I will sufter
my right arm severed from the body before
I would accept an office conforred by negro
votes."” ‘This he said in the streets of Selma
in 186X while canvassing for Heymour aml
Binir,
Now, Mr. Editor, I ask in the faco of all’
these facts if Iam not justified in asserting
that **Mr. White has been weighed and
found wanting.” And il it be true that M.
White is an carnest and avdent supporter of
the Civil Rights Bill, he will certainly be
another political example of the couplet :
“*That while the lamp holds out to burn,

The vilest sinner may return.”
I shall watch with considerable interest
Mr. White's actions 3 and if he dues vole in
a manner showing that he is willing simply
Lo do right, and give fair play to his fellow-
citizens, and that he cheerfully accord the
colored man ail, all, of his political rights, I
will then freely cast all of my ohjections inte
an oblivion, Wwhere I trust they will remain
forever forgotten. Then, too, I can aceredit
him for honesty of action and liberality of
purpose that will ever rise superior Lo “a
vast amount of ignorance, or an unwarrant-
able prejudice.”
1 know this is rather a long communica-
tion, but I must beg its publicity as an ex-
oneration of myself,
I o still yours, &e.,

WaL. J. STEVENS,

———

= [Conununpieated. |
From South Carolinn,

To the Memory of Hon, Charles Sumuaer.

The Banner of Ilope Association (vom-
posed of gentlemen and ladics,) for mental
and moral improvement of Laurensville, met
Monday evening, April 27, 1874, el adopt -
ed the following : .

Wuengas, It has pleased Almizhiy God
in Ilis Allwise DProvidence, to remove from
this world of trouble and sorrow, oue of the
nation’s truest guides, and Libierty's heicht-
test lighd—ITon, Charles Summner 3 anl
WHEREAS, In the discretion of this younz
Associalion, ia thought and even belicved
that hie death is not only a great loss Lo th
United States Senate and his undoriakinge,
but an eveut to be mourned for, by the na-
tion, it is therefore mnecessury that we
(though in a dark spot of South Carolina,)
make some expressions of heartielt sorvow,
touching the great loss which the nation
sustained ; therefore be it
Rlesoleed, By the Banner of Mope Associa-
tion, of Laurensville, That this Associntion,
with others, have learned with heartfelt re-
gret, of the death of Ion. Charles Sumner,
a man of several years' experience in the
nation’s Court ; but, while we willingly how
in humble submission te the overruling pow-
er of our Allwise Crealor, we sincerely join
wilth our friends abroad and the relnlives of
the nation’s shining light in condolement,
hoping that though **The harvest is past,
and the ‘summer’ ended, yet we wmy be
saved.”
Kesolved, That we (though s it were in o
place of darkness,) recoonize a great loss in
the death of ITon, Charles su r — Lo (he
dark-minded a shining light,— one of the na-
tion's ablest leaders,—the race =o long in
servituwde, ita bravest advocale, (thowsh
brutally knocked down and beal severely
by Drooks, of our State, lor advociting the
liberty of the down-trodden race,) mind
Massachusetts her fairest star,
Prarr 8. Sveek,
AxprEw ', Bur
Bexg. F. MeDows
- T

—
LCommuniented. ]

Moral Reflections No. 12.-

** Jesus knowing that the Father had given
all things into His hands, and that Te was
come from God, and wenl to God; He
useth from Supper and laid aside his
garments, and took a towel and girded
himself, After that, He pourcth waler
into a basin, and began to wash the Dis-
ciple’s feet, and to wipe them with the
towel wherewith Ile wns girded.” —John
xfii; 8-5

This incident of washing the Disciples’

feet by the Saviour at the last Dassover

Supper, we look wpon now as a wonderful

act of condescension. It must have been re-

garded as still more wonderful in an ace
when humility was unknown as a virtue.

The form of this condescension is perhaps

in itself a matter of indifference—it is the

spirit that is impolent.

It was a menial scovice, and thus a & pe or

epitome of Jesus’ whole life of humility and

service on earth,

*“ He came nel to be ministered onto, but to
miunister.”

And the great leszon thus taught so siz-

nificantly by the Master was, that s fol-

lowers should be Aelpful; that they should
regard it as their highest honor to do zood

to their fellow-men ; that true merit is in n

lowly mind; that he is the greatest who is

most humble, most loving, most self-deny-
ing, and most abounds in the fruit of good
living to the glory of God.

They, and they only, whose good works

shall follow them into the cternal werld,

shall receive the plandit: ** Well done, good
and faithful servant.,” Iligh places, great
wealth, large attainments in learuing na
science, or grand achievements, which so
much attract the admiration of the world,
are nothing in the sight of God. ‘' The

sacrifices of God are of a broken spirit, a

broken heart : O God, thou wiltnot despise.”

“To do Good and communicate, forget not ;

for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.”

“ITe that wonld be great among you, let him

be your miniater." A A

Wasnixarox Crry, March 9, 1874

A very rich coal merchant in England has
written to several of his customers, who pur-
chased coal of him for brewing and other
purposes connected with the manufacture of
beer, regretting that he is unable to continue
serving them, as ** being an abstainer and a
good templar, he cannot conscientiously sup-
ply coals manufacture of the articles
of such a trade. "

The bishops of Cambrai and Versailles
have arived in Rome and handed to His
Holiness Pio Nono large sums of money as
Peler’s pence from France. Dismarck is be-

ing jealous. e thinks that Prussin

should haye had that little pile as indemnity
cash.
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